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The Hunger Games – Character Assignment 

Goal:  Write one paragraph describing how a main character from The Hunger Games, either 

Katniss or Peeta, exemplifies one of the Learner Profile traits (e.g. knowledgeable, principled, 
caring, risk-taker, open-minded) we discussed in class. 
 
CCSS Standards Addressed: Ninth Grade Writing and Composition 

 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid 
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. (CCSS: W.9-10.1) 

 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. (CCSS: L.9-10.2) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTE TO TEACHERS: 

This is an example of a writing assignment that includes the following supports and 

strategies: 

 Graphic organizer to plan writing 

 Stoplight writing strategy 

 SCOPE proofreading strategy 
 
This assignment was given in the first semester of a ninth grade, non-integrated Reading and 
Writing intervention class.  All students in this course received special education services and 
disabilities included learning disabilities, intellectual disabilities, and emotional behavioral 
disorders.  The book The Hunger Games was read aloud for a portion of each class.  At the 
time this assignment was implemented, The Hunger Games was a popular book and movie 
series, so most of the students were engaged in the story and interested in the characters.  
The Learner Profile traits mentioned were traits expected of the students in class, so this 
assignment connected classroom and school expectations with characters in literature.  This 
assignment could be easily adapted to other pieces of literature.  This assignment could also 
be expanded to several paragraphs or an essay depending on the readiness of the students. 

NOTE TO TEACHERS: 

Prior to giving this assignment, it will be necessary to model and practice use of the Stoplight 
writing strategy and the SCOPE strategy.  Character analysis activities and practice paraphrasing or 
defining character traits may also help prepare students for this assignment.  Prior to this specific 
assignment, students completed a worksheet on the Learner Profile character traits and used this 
as a reference for the writing assignment. 
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Part 1: Planning Your Paragraph Using the Stoplight Strategy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 1: GREEN 
Choose a character to write about.  Write the name here__________________________ 
 
Choose one Learner Profile trait that describes the character.   
Write that here_________________________________________ 
 
Describe the trait in your own words: 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GREEN = GO 

A green sentence gets your paragraph started.  Make a claim about 

the character!    

YELLOW = SLOW DOWN 
A yellow sentence slows down to explain the details and facts that support your main 

example/reason for the paragraph.  Explain ways the character represents the trait. 

RED = STOP and ANALYZE 

Explain how the examples prove your thesis/claim.   

GREEN Sentence: This is your claim about the character and trait! 



Jessica Hovland  Example Writing Strategy Assignment 
Courage to Risk 2019  

Step 2: YELLOW 
List three examples of how the character displays that trait.  Be sure to add details from the 
story to explain your example!  These sentences are your YELLOW sentences! 
 

Example 1  
 
 
 

Example 2  
 
 
 

Example 3  
 
 
 

 
Step 3: RED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Part 2: Write your rough draft on loose-leaf paper.  Your paragraph must be double-spaced. 

   Use your SCOPE checklist to edit your paragraph before you turn it in!   
        

Date due: ___________________________ 

 
Part 3: Type your final draft on the computer.  Print your final paragraph to turn in! 

 
Date due: ___________________________ 

 
 

 
 
 
 

RED sentence:  The concluding sentence(s) explain how your examples prove your claim. 
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The Hunger Games – Character Assignment Rubric 
Goal:  Write one paragraph describing how a main character from The Hunger Games, either 

Katniss or Peeta, exemplifies one of the Learner Profile traits (e.g. knowledgeable, principled, 
caring, risk-taker, open-minded) we discussed in class. 

 
Spelling and Mechanics:  

Your paragraph will be evaluated for correct spelling, capitalization, punctuation, word order, 
and complete sentences. 
 
S – Spelling        _____/5 
At least 90% of words are spelled correctly.   
 
C – Capitalization       _____/5 
All words that need a capital letter are capitalized. 
 
O- Order of Words       _____/5 
No words are missing and the order of the words in each sentence makes sense. 
 
P – Punctuation       _____/5 
All sentences end with the correct punctuation mark. 
 
E – Express a complete thought     _____/5 
At least 90% of sentences are complete sentences. 

 
Content:  
Your paragraph should include a topic sentence with the title of the book, a claim about one 
character in the book, and at least three pieces of evidence that prove your claim.  You should 
also have a concluding sentence. 
 
Topic Sentence & Claim      _____/5 
 
Evidence #1        _____/5 
 
Evidence #2        _____/5 
 
Evidence #3        _____/5 
 
Concluding Sentence       _____/5 

 
Total Points: _______/50 
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Proofreading using S.C.O.P.E. 

Spelling     Are my words spelled correctly?   _____ 

Capitalization    Have I capitalized all first words of   _____  

               sentences, proper nouns, and proper     

    names? 

Order of words   Is my word order (syntax) correct?    _____  

          Does each sentence make sense? 

Punctuation    Did I use end punctuation and other   _____  

         punctuation marks appropriately? 

Expression    Do all of my sentences contain a noun   _____  

    and verb to convey a complete      

    thought? 

 

NOTE TO TEACHERS: 

Above is an example of a checklist provided to students for use with the SCOPE editing strategy.  
The lines on the left allow students to check off each step as it is completed.  Students will need a 
lot of practice with this strategy, possible including instruction in grammar rules, prior to being 
expected to use SCOPE independently. 


